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United States Army in WWII - Europe - the Lorraine Campaign Charles B. MacDonald 2014-08-15 [Includes
51 maps and 71 illustrations] This volume deals with the campaign waged by the Third Army in Lorraine
during the period 1 September-18 December 1944. The present volume is concerned with the tactical
operations of the Third Army and its subordinate units. The story of command and decision in higher
headquarters is told only when it has a direct bearing on the campaign in Lorraine. The logistics of this
campaign likewise have been subordinated to the tactical narrative. The basic unit in the present narrative
is the infantry or armored division. The story of the division has been told in terms of its regiments and
battalions, but swerves on occasion to the company or the platoon, just as the operations themselves turned
on the exploits of these smaller units. Attention has been focused throughout the volume on the combat
formations actually in the line. It is hoped, however, that the reader will gain some impression of the vital
combination of arms and services which in the long run bring the infantry and the tanks to victory.
21st Army Group Francois De Lannoy 2005-02-18 From 6 June until 29 August 1944, the Allies disembarked
huge armies in Normandy. This volume examines the organization of the 21st Army Group in minute detail.
The history of each division is covered together with a study of their leaders, their methods, tactics and
their differing equipment. Illustrated throughout in full color with photographs, graphics, uniform studies
and insignia, this is an indispensable reference work on the Allied order of battle in Normandy.,
United States Army in World War II. 1993
Review of Current Military Literature 1951-04
Victory in the West: The defeat of Germany Lionel Frederic Ellis 1968 Two volume British record of the
victorious Allied campaign in North-West Europe during World War II.
United States Army in WWII - Europe - Riviera to the Rhine Robert Ross Smith 2014-08-15 [Includes 35
maps and 77 illustrations] Riviera to the Rhine examines a significant portion of the Allied drive across
northern Europe and focuses on the vital role played in that drive by the U.S. 6th Army Group, commanded
by General Jacob L. Devers, and its two major components, the American Seventh Army, under General
Alexander M. Patch, and the French First Army, under General Jean de Lattre de Tassigny. Had these
forces not existed, Eisenhower’s two northern army groups, those commanded by Field Marshal Sir
Bernard L. Montgomery and General Omar N. Bradley, would have been stretched much thinner, with their
offensive and defensive capabilities greatly reduced. In such a case the German offensive of Dec. 1944
might have met with greater success, easily postponing the final Allied drive into Germany with unforeseen
military and political consequences. Riviera thus should balance the greater public attention given to the
commands of Montgomery and Bradley by concentrating on the accomplishments of those led by Devers,
Patch, and de Lattre and, in the process, by highlighting the crucial logistical contributions of the southern
French ports to the Allied war effort. Finally Riviera is the study of a combined, Franco-American military
effort, one which frequently saw major combat units of each nation commanded by generals of the other on
the field of battle. Although outwardly similar, each national component had its own unique style, and a
deep appreciation of one another’s strengths and weaknesses was vital to the success of the combined
force. National political considerations also played a significant role in the operations of the combined force
as did personal conflicts within both chains of command, all of which had to be resolved primarily by the
principal commanders in the field.
Monty's Men John Buckley 2013-10-15 Historian John Buckley offers a radical reappraisal of Great Britain’s
fighting forces during World War Two, challenging the common belief that the British Army was no match
for the forces of Hitler’s Germany. Following Britain’s military commanders and troops across the
battlefields of Europe, from D-Day to VE-Day, from the Normandy beaches to Arnhem and the Rhine, and,
ultimately, to the Baltic, Buckley’s provocative history demonstrates that the British Army was more than a
match for the vaunted Nazi war machine.div /DIVdivThis fascinating revisionist study of the campaign to
liberate Northern Europe in the war’s final years features a large cast of colorful unknowns and grand

historical personages alike, including Field Marshal Sir Bernard Montgomery and the prime minister, Sir
Winston Churchill. By integrating detailed military history with personal accounts, it evokes the vivid reality
of men at war while putting long-held misconceptions finally to rest./DIV
Proposed Airborne Assaults in the Liberation of Europe James Daly 2024-10-30 The bitter fighting in
the so-called Falaise-Argentan Pocket in August 1944, during which the Allies encircled and destroyed a
substantial part of Hitler’s forces in northern France following the D-Day landings, marked the last major
battle of the Normandy campaign. Despite this, tens of thousands of German soldiers managed to escape
through the infamous Falaise Gap. It was as the Allies continued to pursue the retreating enemy forces that
the planners considered or drew-up a number of further airborne operations. As James Daly reveals, three
operations, namely Lucky Strike, Transfigure and Axehead, might well have been part of the last of the
fighting in the breakout from, Normandy itself. The first of these, Lucky Strike, was intended to see General
Montgomery’s 21st Army Group strike to the north-east in the direction of the River Seine, where bridges
near Rouen were to be taken by the British 1st Airborne Division. Transfigure was to be a major operation
with the aim of using the First Allied Airborne Army against the French road network with the object of
cutting the German lines of retreat across the Seine. Axehead, meanwhile, was a plan to establish an air-
head on the eastern bank of the Seine. In this assault the British 1st Airborne Division, along with infantry,
Sherman DD amphibious tanks, and specialised engineers, would establish crossings of the Dives, Touques,
Risle and Seine rivers. As the Allies advanced further east into the Low Countries, further Allied airborne
assaults were suggested. In Operation Linnet, for example, airborne forces were to capture and hold
Tournai on the Escaut river in the western part of German-occupied Belgium. In the event, they were all
cancelled, usually as the Allied forces reached the intended dropping zones before the airborne forces could
take off. In particular, several of these operations bear very strong resemblance to elements of the Market
Garden plan and show early signs of the mistakes. Operation Comet, for example, included a glider coup-
de-main for the bridges at Arnhem, Nijmegen and Grave – why did this disappear for Market Garden? These
operations and their planning show that far from being an operation that went wrong in September 1944,
the flaws in the Arnhem plan were evident much earlier. They also show that divisions between the Allies
emerged much earlier and ran much deeper than originally thought.
Quarterly Review of Military Literature 1945
D-Day Spencer C. Tucker 2017-11-03 This outstanding overview of D-Day makes clear its great importance
in military and world history, identifies mistakes committed on both sides, and explains all aspects of the
1944 Allied invasion of France and the Normandy Campaign that followed. The beach landings at
Normandy, France, in June of 1944 were of critical importance in the outcome of World War II, and as a
consequence, served to determine the economic and political state of the modern world as we know it. This
latest reference book edited by esteemed historian Spencer C. Tucker supplies easy-to-understand overview
entries on the Normandy Invasion ("Operation OVERLORD") and the European Theater in World War II as
well as entries treating specific topics such as key individuals, technical innovations, weapons systems,
command structures, terrain and logistical difficulties, and the role played by weather. Readers will come
to understand why the eventual success of the Allied forces in the D-Day operations was so hard-fought and
came at a tremendous cost of life. The book addresses the immense difficulty of supplying tens of thousands
of soldiers—many of them inexperienced in combat—and countless tons of equipment and vehicles to the
invasion force from over the beaches, after most of the teams landed in the wrong locations, and when
many command structures were wiped out almost immediately upon landing; and it explains how these
factors impacted the combat on the ground and resulted in the Allied forces' careful planning going awry.
The book also describes the elaborate deception carried out by the Allies regarding the invasion landing
site and how these efforts impacted battle developments, and it presents nine primary documents that treat
various aspects of the battle, including the lengthy Allied plan for the invasion and primary sources of
directives regarding the battle and technical innovations.
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D-Day Cover Up at Pointe du Hoc Gary Sterne 2019-03-30 A follow-up to the New York Times-bestselling
The Cover-Up at Omaha Beach. “The second volume of the epic study breaks new ground.” —Firetrench
Gary Sterne, a keen collector of militaria and co-founder of The Armourer and Skirmish magazines, has
always been fascinated by the D-Day landings. In particular he was intrigued by the lack of precise
information relating to the mystery of the “missing guns” of Pointe du Hoc. His research led to the finding
of a map which indicated the position of an “unknown” German gun position buried in the village of Maisy.
The rediscovery of the Maisy Batteries made headline news around the world and his bestselling book The
Cover-Up at Omaha Beach subsequently changed the history of the Omaha sector and made many start to
question the Rangers’ Pointe du Hoc mission. The Maisy site is now one of the major Normandy D-Day
attractions. For the first time ever this follow-up book now offers complete Rangers history for the seven
months prior to D-Day and does so using period documents, many of which have only recently been
released from TOP SECRET status in U.S. Archives. The author fills in the gaps that many have only
guessed at concerning the Rangers’ real missions on D-Day, he explains why a battalion commander was
removed hours before the landings, why the Rangers were not briefed on their actual D-Day missions and
the extraordinary role that Lt. Col. Rudder played at Pointe du Hoc. This book is a historical game-changer
that pulls no punches.
Civilians at the Sharp End David A. Borys 2021-02-18 Mitigating the destruction and chaos wrought upon
the civilian populations of northwest Europe during the latter years of the Second World War became the
focus of Civil Affairs, a little-known branch of the First Canadian Army. Comprising a motley collection of
civilians-turned-soldiers – too old for combat yet too valuable to remain off the front lines – the members of
Civil Affairs served as liaisons between Canadian combat forces and the civilians they encountered on the
ground. Civilians at the Sharp Endfollows the story of the Civil Affairs branch through France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Germany in 1944-45. David Borys highlights how Civil Affairs helped civilians caught in
the jaws of war by delivering food and medicine, providing shelter for refugees and displaced persons,
establishing law and order, dealing with resistance groups, and aiding in the reconstruction of
infrastructure in damaged urban areas. Once in Germany the branch was further challenged as it
transformed into a military government and became a force of occupation, rehabilitating a war-torn
Germany and purging the state of its Nazi leadership, while at times having to protect German civilians
from the recently liberated prisoners of the Nazi state. Borys demonstrates that while the Canadian Army
was indeed concerned for the welfare of civilians, military operations took priority over civilian needs. Civil
Affairs was forced to negotiate this complex terrain, assisting civilian populations while ensuring that they
never impeded the work of the Canadian military and the ultimate defeat of Nazi Germany.
Strategic Deception in the Second World War Michael Howard 1995 Told from confidential documents -
some of which remain closed for the foreseeable future - here is the precisely detailed story of the British
government's campaign of strategic deception of the German High Command. A volume in the British
government's Official History of Intelligence in the Second World War, the book has been written by a
master historian renowned for his narrative and analytical skills. Sir Michael Howard explains how the
British were able to deceive the Germans about the strategic intentions of the Allies and make them greatly
overestimate Allied resources. Here is the most authoritative account available of such classic deception
operations as Operation Mincemeat, which preceded the invasion of Sicily; the nonexistent U.S. Army
group that pinned down an entire German Army in the Pas de Calais until Montgomery's forces had
achieved a secure foothold in Normandy; and the amazing trick played on the German intelligence
authorities by the great double agent Garbo.
British Armour in the Normandy Campaign John Buckley 2004-07-22 This book is an innovative study
of the Normandy campaign and the perceived failure of British forces there. It is essential reading for all
students of military history and general readers with an interest in the subject.
British Intelligence in the Second World War Francis Harry Hinsley 1979
The Army That Never Was Taylor Downing 2024-05-23 On 29 May 1944 General George S. Patton gave a
speech in the south-east of England to the men of his Army in which he spoke of the American desire to win
and of how losing was hateful to Americans. As he rose to his crescendo, he said how much he 'pitied those
sons of bitches we are going up against - by God, I do'. On that same day General Omar Bradley gave a

calmer speech in Somerset to the men of his Army about how much rested on the upcoming invasion of
northern France and how vital their role was in achieving victory. Apart from the very different tones of the
speeches reflecting the opposite character of the two Army commanders, there was another big difference.
Bradley was speaking to men who in a little over a week would be splashing ashore on the beaches of
Normandy. Patton was addressing an Army that didn't exist. The Army That Never Was tells the story of the
biggest deception operation of the Second World War - the plan to mislead the Germans into thinking that
the invasion of Europe would come at the Pas de Calais, by inventing an entirely fake Army group in the
south-east of England. Full of fascinating characters from the US, Britain and Germany, this compelling and
propulsive narrative explores one of the most remarkable stories of the Second World War.
Colossal Cracks Stephen Ashley Hart 2007 The Allied campaign for Northwest Europe as seen from a
British and Canadian perspective A reinterpretation of the British Army's conduct in the crucial 1944-45
Northwest Europe campaign, this work examines the "Colossal Cracks" operational technique employed by
Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery's Anglo-Canadian 21st Army Group. Rooted in concerns about morale
and casualties, "Colossal Cracks" was a cautious, firepower-laden approach that involved the concentration
of massive force at points of German weakness. Hart argues that Montgomery and his two senior
subordinates handled this formation more effectively than some scholars have suggested and that "Colossal
Cracks" represented the most appropriate weapon the British Army could develop under the circumstances.
THE ORGANIZATION AND ORDER OF BATTLE OF MILITARIES IN WORLD WAR II CHARLES D.
PETTIBONE 2013-05-31 There are numerous “order of battle” books on the market. So what makes this one
so special? Why should one decide on this particular book? Most “order of battle” books usually deal only at
the division and corps level of a country’s army. Most higher commands are not covered. This book deals
with all the branches of a country’s military, giving a breakdown of all the major echelons of command,
from theater down to brigade, under each component (army groups, armies, corps, divisions, and brigades),
and the equivalent command structure for the other military branches are included. Second, it attempts to
give an overall command structure of the country’s military, showing the central headquarters command
structure as well as the major components (army groups, armies, corps, etc.). Third, most “order of battle”
books list the commander and their dates of tenure. This book includes those but also lists their next duty
assignments or where they went after leaving the post. One can literally trace a general officer’s career
through the upper echelons of command, making this completely different from all the other books on order
of battle in the market.
British Intelligence in the Second World War: Volume 5, Strategic Deception F. H. Hinsley
1990-10-26 Volume 5 of the Official History of Intelligence in the Second World War, Strategic Deception,
brings the series to an end. Strategic deception depends for its success on the availability of good security
and good intelligence. The first three volumes of the series described the intelligence channels that gave
the Allies their incomparable insight into enemy capabilities and intentions.
Omaha Beach Adrian R. Lewis 2003-11-20 The Allied victory at Omaha Beach was a costly one. A direct
infantry assault against a defense that was years in the making, undertaken in daylight following a mere
thirty-minute bombardment, the attack had neither the advantage of tactical surprise nor that of
overwhelming firepower. American forces were forced to improvise under enemy fire, and although they
were ultimately victorious, they suffered devastating casualties. Why did the Allies embark on an attack
with so many disadvantages? Making extensive use of primary sources, Adrian Lewis traces the
development of the doctrine behind the plan for the invasion of Normandy to explain why the battles for the
beaches were fought as they were. Although blame for the Omaha Beach disaster has traditionally been
placed on tactical leaders at the battle site, Lewis argues that the real responsibility lay at the higher levels
of operations and strategy planning. Ignoring lessons learned in the Mediterranean and Pacific theaters,
British and American military leaders employed a hybrid doctrine of amphibious warfare at Normandy, one
that failed to maximize the advantages of either British or U.S. doctrine. Had Allied forces at the other
landing sites faced German forces of the quality and quantity of those at Omaha Beach, Lewis says, they too
would have suffered heavy casualties and faced the prospect of defeat.
Patton Versus the Panzers Steven Zaloga 2023-11-30 In September 1944 Hitler ordered an attack on Gen.
George Patton's Third Army, which was deep inside France making for the Rhine and threatening the
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German industrial heartland beyond. The ensuing battle near Arracourt--the U.S. Army's largest tank-
versus-tank clash until the Bulge--went badly for the Germans, who committed their armor piecemeal and
whose offensive was shattered in a series of intense, close-range tank duels with the Americans. Armor
expert Steven Zaloga deftly reconstructs the battle and shows how American Sherman tanks bested
superior German Panthers.
German Ground Forces of World War II William T. McCroden 2019-05-09 A groundbreaking and
comprehensive order of battle for German ground troops in WWII, from the invasion of Poland to the final
defeat in Berlin. An indispensable reference work for Second World War scholars and enthusiasts, German
Ground Forces of World War II captures the continuously changing character of Nazi ground forces
throughout the conflict. For the first time, readers can follow the career of every German division, corps,
army, and army group as the German armed forces shifted units to and from theaters of war. Organized by
sections including Theater Commands, Army Groups, Armies, and Corps Commands, it presents a detailed
analysis of each corresponding order of battle for every German field formation above division. This
innovative resource also describes the orders of battle of the myriad German and Axis satellite formations
assigned to security commands throughout occupied Europe and the combat zones, as well as those
attached to fortress commands and to the commanders of German occupation forces across Europe. An
accompanying narrative describes the career of each field formation and includes the background and
experience of many of their most famous commanding officers.
U.S. War Plans Steven T. Ross 2002 This documentary sourcebook of actual U.S. war plans traces the
nation's political and strategic goals from the contemplation of war against Japan and Germany in
November of 1938 to Eisenhower's March 1945 plan for the defeat of Germany and the conquest of Japan.
For the first time, the major strategic - e.g., ABC-1 and Rainbow 5 - and operational - e.g., Torch, Husky,
Plan Dog, Fortitude, and Cartwheel - war plans of the U.S. military pertaining to WWII are presented in one
volume. Ross sets each plan in its strategic and operational context with an explanatory and analytical
introduction. For the first time, the major strategic and operational war plans of the U.S. military pertaining
to WWII are presented in one volume.
The Great Crusade H. P. Willmott 2008 "The best balanced one-volume history of the Second World War in
its coverage of all the major themes and all the fronts. Willmott's fresh insights into the war on the Eastern
Front are an outstanding feature." --Russell F. Weigley, author of Eisenhower's Lieutenants: The Campaign
of France and Germany, 1944-45 "The Great Crusade is a single-volume tour de force combining narrative,
interpretation, and insight. Willmott has written both an outstanding operational history and a perceptive
analysis of systems and societies in mortal conflict." --Dennis E. Showalter, author of Patton and Rommel:
Men of War in the Twentieth Century "One of the best one-volume histories of World War II. . . . Thorough
in its coverage, entertaining in its treatment, and perceptive in its analyses. . . . Exceptionally readable." --
Sea Power Originally published in 1989 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the war's outbreak in
Europe, the highly acclaimed The Great Crusade: A New Complete History of the Second World War,
Revised Edition, provides a balanced account of both theaters of conflict in World War II and asserts that
modern war is waged between systems and societies rather than among individuals. In this new revised
edition, author H. P. Willmott provides a general overview of military events and relates them to political
and economic factors, establishing a balance among the warring nations in terms of the conflict's causes
and its course of victory and defeat. The Great Crusade includes detailed analyses of the Soviet side of the
conflict and offers comparisons between the American Civil War and the Pacific theater to explain Japan's
defeat. Willmott debunks the myth of German military proficiency, asserting that the German military was
better at winning individual battles than waging war, thus resulting in its defeat. With its clear discussion
of events, controversial interpretive frameworks, and new introduction, The Great Crusade is a well-written
and engaging narrative history that will appeal to military buffs and scholars alike.
The Canadian Army & Normandy Campaign John A. English 2009-08-18 Honest reappraisal of the
Canadian experience in Normandy Special focus on the struggle to close the Falaise Gap Relies on archival
records, including Bernard Montgomery's personal correspondence John A. English presents a detailed
examination of the role of the Canadian Army in Normandy from the D-Day landings in June 1944 through
the closing of the Falaise Gap in August.

The Army Almanac Armed Forces Information School (U.S.) 1950
Military Power Brian Holden Reid 2014-02-25 The contributors here consider the multifarious aspects of
the Anglo-American approach to war. All the contributors are concerned to base their work on the overall
historical context. They explore the relationship between theory and practice in military operations.
United States Army in World War II.: The European theater of operations 1947
Orchestrating Warfighting Tim Bean 2024-09-10 Orchestrating Warfighting provides a detailed and
wide-ranging examination of the employment of corps and divisions from the First World War through to
the early twenty-first century. Division and corps formations have been at the forefront of the British
Army’s prosecution of war since 1914. They constituted the major command and organisational elements
that underpinned the conduct of large-scale warfighting on land. Divisions and corps were of central
importance to the conduct of the First and Second World Wars, the maintenance of a conventional
deterrence posture during the Cold War, and were also employed in major confrontations since 1945,
including the Korean War and two Gulf Wars. The British Army of the early twenty-first century still retains
two divisional formations alongside the British-led Allied Rapid Reaction Corps within NATO. Orchestrating
Warfighting examines British, Dominion, and imperial corps and divisions, taking part in the total wars of
the first half of the twentieth century and smaller scale conflicts since 1945. It throws new light on
questions of command, generalship, and the management of battles and campaigns across a diverse range
of theatres. Orchestrating Warfighting is of interest to historians of the British Army, operational military
history, and modern war.
The Battle for Western Europe, Fall 1944 John A. Adams 2010-04-09 This engrossing and meticulously
researched volume reexamines the decisions made by Dwight D. Eisenhower and his staff in the crucial
months leading up to the Battle of the Bulge. In late August 1944 defeat of the Wehrmacht seemed assured.
On December 16, however, the Germans counterattacked. Received wisdom says that Eisenhower's Broad
Front strategy caused his armies to stall in early September, and his subsequent failure to concentrate his
forces brought about deadlock and opened the way for the German attack. Arguing to the contrary, John A.
Adams demonstrates that Eisenhower and his staff at SHAEF had a good campaign strategy, refined to
reflect developments on the ground, which had an excellent chance of destroying the Germans west of the
Rhine.
Armored Champion Steven Zaloga 2015-05-15 Armor expert Zaloga enters the battle over the best tanks
of World War II with this heavy-caliber blast of a book armed with more than forty years of research. •
Provocative but fact-based rankings of the tanks that fought the Second World War • Breaks the war into
eight periods and declares Tanker's Choice and Commander's Choice for each • Champions include the
German Panzer IV and Tiger, Soviet T-34, American Pershing, and a few surprises • Compares tanks'
firepower, armor protection, and mobility as well as dependability, affordability, tactics, training, and
overall combat performance • Relies on extensive documentation from archives, government studies, and
published sources—much of which has never been published in English before • Supported by dozens of
charts and diagrams and hundreds of photos
Monty's Men John Buckley 2013-11-26 Historian John Buckley offers a radical reappraisal of Great
Britain’s fighting forces during World War Two, challenging the common belief that the British Army was
no match for the forces of Hitler’s Germany. Following Britain’s military commanders and troops across the
battlefields of Europe, from D-Day to VE-Day, from the Normandy beaches to Arnhem and the Rhine, and,
ultimately, to the Baltic, Buckley’s provocative history demonstrates that the British Army was more than a
match for the vaunted Nazi war machine. This fascinating revisionist study of the campaign to liberate
Northern Europe in the war’s final years features a large cast of colorful unknowns and grand historical
personages alike, including Field Marshal Sir Bernard Montgomery and the prime minister, Sir Winston
Churchill. By integrating detailed military history with personal accounts, it evokes the vivid reality of men
at war while putting long-held misconceptions finally to rest.
A History of the Guards Armoured Formations 1941-1945 Charles Richard Trumpess 2025-03-30 Although
the Guards armored Division and its sister formation the 6th Guards (Tank) Brigade shared a common
origin, they went on to forge quite different operational records. One of the units would be tarnished by its
failures while the other was applauded for its successes. A month after VE Day, the two Guards’ armored
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formations would be reunited one last time before being officially disbanded. During the intervening years,
the Guards faced criticism, public ridicule, the threat of disbandment, and many other challenges.
Nevertheless, these armored Guardsmen would prevail on the battlefield. In response to the threat of a
German invasion of the British Isles, the Guards armored Division formed in the spring of 1941. But why
convert battalions of Foot Guards, considered by many to be first-class infantry, into an armored formation?
Certainly, many people were skeptical that 'spit-and-polish' Guardsmen could ever adapt to a new armored
role. As the threat of invasion receded, the Guards armored Division and 6th Guards (Tank) Brigade
embarked on years of training while the war raged elsewhere. This book examines the decision to form the
Guards armored Division and then keep it at home for an extended period. Once deployed to Normandy, the
fighting quickly revealed shortcomings in the Division's training, equipment, and operational procedures. In
contrast, when the Churchill tanks of the 6th Guards (Tank) Brigade went into action south of Caumont it
was to prove an affirmation of everything they had learnt in training. Over the next ten months, the Guards’
armored formations would celebrate victories and lament failures while fighting their way across northwest
Europe. This book examines how the decision to raise a Guards armored Division came about, and why the
idea met with such strong opposition. It also takes an in-depth look at the training, equipment, and culture
of the Brigade of Guards, and how that influenced the two formations’ preparedness for war. Once deployed
overseas, the book explores how the Guards were able to adapt to changing conditions on the battlefield
and adopt new operational and tactical procedures. Finally, the book reveals why the Guards’ armored
formations were hurriedly disbanded in June 1945. Additionally, using new archive material, the book
discloses why it took over a decade to publish the ‘official’ history of the Guards armored Division.
Montgomery and Colossal Cracks Stephen Hart 2000-05-30 A reinterpretation of the British Army's conduct
in the crucial 1944-45 Northwest Europe campaign, this work examines systematically the Colossal Cracks
operational technique employed by Montgomery's Anglo-Canadian 21st Army Group and demonstrates the
key significance that morale and casualty concerns exerted on this technique. To ensure a full
understanding of the campaign, one needs to look not only at Montgomery's methods but at those of his
army commanders, Dempsey and Crerar; thus, this study addresses the scant attention to date paid to these
two figures. Hart suggests that Montgomery and his two senior subordinates handled this formation more
effectively than some scholars have suggested. In fact, Colossal Cracks, the concentration of massive force
at a point of German weakness, represented the most appropriate weapon the 1944 British Army could
develop under the circumstances. Previous studies have been characterized by an overemphasis on
Montgomery's role in the campaign, rather than a systematic examination of overall British methods. They
have ignored the difficulties that the 1944 British Army faced given its manpower shortage, and they have
underestimated the appropriateness of Monty's methods to the campaign war aims that Britain pursued:
namely, the desire that Britain's modest military forces secure a high profile within a larger Allied effort.
The cautious, firepower-laden approach used by the 21st Army Group was both crude and a double-edged
sword; however, despite these weaknesses, Colossal Cracks represented an appropriate technique given
the nature of British war aims and the relative capabilities of the forces involved. It proved to be just
enough to defeat the Germans and keep alive British hopes that her war aims might be achieved.
The Supreme Command Forrest C. Pogue 1996 A description of General Eisenhower's wartime command,
focusing on the general, his staff, and his superiors in London and Washington and contrasting Allied and
enemy command organizations.
21 Army Group: Normandy To The Baltic [Illustrated Edition] Field Marshal Viscount Bernard Law
Montgomery of Alamein KG GCB DSO PC 2015-11-06 [Illustrated with 46 highly detailed maps of the
actions] Field Marshal Montgomery commanded the Eighth Army from 13th August 1942 until the 31st
December 1943, and the 21st Army Group from 1st January 1944 until the German surrender on the 5th
May, 1945. Whilst in command of the British Army of the Rhine, in occupation of Germany, shortly after the
end of the Second World War Montgomery set out to record the exploits and victories of the troops under
his command. Both this volume and its companion volume, El Alamein to the River Sangro, are superb
examples of military history as presented by one of the greatest generals to command victorious armies in
the field. The texts are taken from his personal war diaries and are distinguished by his incisive style. The
whole strategy and course of these two campaigns are presented to the reader with great clarity and

accuracy. In Normandy to the Baltic the Field Marshal unfolds that greater task — the planning and
implementation of the greatest invasion the world has ever known — Operation Overlord. He describes the
whole plan behind. D Day and the Battle of Normandy. He continues with the battle for Caen and the
capture of Cherbourg, the closing of the Falaise Pocket and the crossing of the Seine—through into the Low
Countries and the Battle of Arnhem and the famous Battle of the Ardennes. He concludes with the battle of
the Rhineland, the crossing of the Rhine and the rush across northern Germany to the final surrender. The
whole pattern of the complex allied effort — British, Canadian and American — is described with
extraordinary detail and each episode is analysed in retrospect.
North-west Europe, 1944-5 John North 1953 The story of the 21st [British] Army Group in the Allied
invasion of north-west Europe during the Second World War.
Tanks in the Battle of Germany 1945 Steven J. Zaloga 2022-01-20 The crossing of the river Rhine marked
the beginning of the end of the Third Reich, but the Wehrmacht would fight ferociously on its home soil
until the fall of Berlin. The Battle of Germany saw the most advanced tanks of the Allies pitted against the
remnants of the once-formidable Panzerwaffe, now exhausted and lacking many of the essentials of
armored warfare, but equipped with the biggest and most powerful tanks they would ever field. In these
last months the Allies were now equipped with the most advanced Shermans such as the M4A3E8, as well
as some of the types that would go on to have successful postwar careers such as the Pershing, Comet, and
Chaffee. In contrast the Panzer forces had pinned their hopes on small numbers of monstrous types such as
the Jagdtiger and Tiger II, as well as the workhorse Sturmgeschütz and Panzer IVs and Vs. But with
German forces crumbling, the Panzerwaffe lacked trained crews, replacement vehicles and fuel, while the
Allies' well-supported tank forces advanced through Germany in spectacular combined-arms fashion.
Packed with information on tank numbers, types, and comparative performance, this book sheds new light
on the two sides' tanks, organization, and doctrine, and explains how the ultimate tank battles of World War
II were really fought.
Professional Journal of the United States Army 1945
The Administrative History of the Operations of 21st Army Group on the Continent of Europe, 6 June 1944-8
May 1945 Allied Forces. Army Group, 21st 1945
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